VIRTUAL VACATION SYLLABUS
You will be planning a trip throughout the Northeast and Canada.  Your destination cities are provided on your syllabus.  For the first couple of cities your route will be provided, as well as some help with some of the mathematics involved.  After the first couple of cities, you will decide upon your own route.

Concepts Involved in Completing this Course: 

Conversions
Convert Map scale distance to Miles and Kilometers

Convert American to Canadian currency

Other Mathematical Concepts


Estimation

Distance = Rate x Time

Check Writing and Balancing - Budgeting

Determining Distances Based Upon MGP and Number of Gallons

Fractions/Ratios/Proportions (Don’t worry, it won’t be that bad)

Non-Mathematical Concepts
Communication Skills

Research Skills (Internet and Otherwise)

Word Processing Skills

Spreadsheet Manipulation

Trip Stipulations:

1. You will be partnered with another student unless all students are already paired.

2. There are two adults (including you) and two children going on the trip.

3. You may drive a maximum of eight hours per day - some leniency allowed (you don’t really want to go further than that with two kids in the car, do you?)

4. You must eat and pay for two meals per day (breakfast/dinner).  It is assumed that you’ll have a snack for lunch, which won’t be considered in your expenditures.

5. You must visit two major attractions in each of the destination cities given you.  You are required to log these on a ledger along with contact information so that I may check to be sure that they are valid attractions and that you used the correct prices.

Sporting Events                           The Opera

6. A Play                                            Natural Scenic Attractions

7. You must find a place to stay every night - Hotel, motel, campground, youth hostile, bed and breakfast, friend or relative’s residence.  These will be logged on a ledger along with contact information so that I may contact them and check to see that they are valid establishments and that you quoted the correct price.

8. You will fill out a trip journal for each section of your trip, which will include information about your meals, travel, lodging and attractions.

9. You will have to write a check for anything along the way that costs you money, and you must pay for all four passengers (you, your spouse and your two kids).

Project Stipulations (Yes, there is a final project):

1. Team members must each turn in their own final project (i.e. two projects per team).

2. The entire project must be typed in Microsoft Word.

3. You must include within the document at least one picture from each city that you visit (preferably one of your attractions – but not necessarily).  These pictures may be taken from virtually any source.

4. All typed sections must be double-spaced, Times New Roman 12 pt. font with 1inch top, bottom, left and right margins.

· Each two-day section of your trip will coincide with a section of your project.  You need to type a journal summary of your trip for each section.  It should be about three quarters of the page long.  Creativity and imagination will be given extra weight when grading.  The picture for each section should be in addition to the typed summary and will not be counted toward the summary length.

5. At the end of each section should be a chart/table showing a breakdown of how your money was spent.  Divide the table so that you can see how much was spent on food, gas and lodging.  Then provide a total for that section of the trip.

6. The use of charts, graphs, etc. in a way that is useful and informative, will enhance your overall grade.

A nice setup for each section might be something similar to that seen below, but on a larger scale (i.e. Filling the whole paper & without the borders).  Of course, other ideas are certainly welcome as long as they are well presented.
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Type up your half page summary here.  Remember, be creative.  Describe the attractions and maybe the drive.  What interesting things might you have run into along the way while driving?  


Fuel Expenditures:   $35.00

Accommodations:     $80.00

Food Expenditures:  $70.00

Total Expenditures: $185.00

Surprise Problems:  Along the way, you may be given situations to deal with in addition to the regular items to consider on your journal.  They may affect your time of travel and/or the amount of money necessary to spend along the way.

Possible surprises include but are not limited to the following:

Flat tire

Heavy Storm Delay

Engine Overheats

Car Sickness

Etc.

Introduction & Beginning of Trip:

· Before you begin your trip you’ll need to do some research and choose a vehicle that you and your partner wish to take on vacation.  You’ll need to determine the cost of the vehicle with the options you want as well as fuel mileage and gas tank size.

· You should have concrete evidence to back your information.

· I will guide you through the first two days of your trip.

· You will be given a map overview of the travel plan for this.

· The route for the next day’s trip will be given to you, but the rest is up to you.

· You will plot your route for the remainder of the trip based on the destinations that I give you.

Rewards & Special Benefits:
At the end of the Virtual Vacation session, prizes are awarded to the team that:

· Has the shortest accurate mileage (having completed ALL of the stops, attractions, gas stops, food stops and lodging stops).

· Spent the least money (having completed ALL of the stops, attractions, gas stops, food stops and lodging stops). 

Class Grading:

Check Writing:  Each check that you write will be worth 10 points.  You must enter all of the following on each check to receive full credit:  

1. Name (1 point)

2. Day of trip (1 point)

3. Who is being paid (1 point)

4. How much you are paying them (with numbers) (1 point)

5. How much you are paying (in words) (1 point)

6. Signature (1 point)

7. Note or Memo which includes one of the following (2 points):

a) What attraction you’re paying for and what city it’s in

b) Which meal you’re paying for and what city it’s in 

c) What city you’re purchasing fuel in 

The above stipulations amount to eight points total.  The other two points are awarded for neatness.

In addition, each perfect check that you turn in will be rewarded with a $5 “freebie” deposit in your account.  This will be especially useful if you are trying to win the award for the least expensive trip.

Checkbook Ledger: The checkbook ledger will count for 10 points for each two-day section of your trip.  There should be eight CORRECT check entries for each section of the trip, which will count for one point apiece.  Neatness will again count for 2 points (a checkbook is of little use if you can’t read the entries you’ve put in there).  At the top of your checkbook ledger you will find examples of how deposits and checks should be entered.  Please follow these examples to receive full credit.

Travel Journal:  You will complete a journal for each two-day section of your vacation.  Each journal is worth 50 points.  That amounts to 5 points per question (10 questions).  Any numerical answers to questions should be circled and work MUST be shown in order to receive full credit for any given question.

Final Project:  Your final project will be worth one-third of your final virtual vacation grade.  As was mentioned earlier, creativity and imagination, as well as informative charts/graphs/tables will be extra points.  However, the requirements listed above, under “Project Stipulations” must be met in order to receive 90% for the project.  The other 10% is reserved for anything which is done “over-and-above” the project stipulations.  Each team member must turn in his or her own project.  It may not simply be a copy of the other team member’s project.

Grading Your Partner:  At the end of the course you will be asked to grade your partner based upon the amount of effort you believe he or she put into the class.  You will also grade yourself based upon the same criteria.  Your partner’s assessment of your effort will be averaged with your own assessment AND my assessment of your effort.  This average will be multiplied by your overall percentage to provide your final grade.

As an example: Assume that you gave yourself 100% for effort.  Your partner gave you an 85%.  I thought you deserved a 90%.  The average of the three percentages is a 91.6%.  All of your other grades give you a standing of 90% for the class.  So, we take your 90% times our multiplier of 91.6% and arrive at a final grade of an 82.5% overall.
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